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Founded in 2010, Gun Free Kitchen Tables (GFKT),  
is the only arms control initiative in Israel today. Integrating 
a feminist analysis of the effects of militarization on  
individual and collective security, GFKT aims to curtail  
small arms proliferation in civil space in Israel and the  
territories under its control, challenging the assumption  
that more guns equals more security.

In response to the increase in legal and illegal small arms 
usage by the military, privatized security companies,  
the police, and private citizens residing within Israel’s  
‘48 borders and the Occupied West Bank, GFKT initiated 
a coalition to challenge the normalization of guns in Israel’s 
highly militarized society. The GFKT Campaign is  
comprised of 13 civil and human rights organizations,  
and employs research-based analysis, interventions in  
legislation, civil suits, advocacy, and monitoring to promote 
a new public discourse about the damaging impacts of 
small arms usage on human security. 

Over the past fifteen years, the use of private security  
companies has surged, creating an industry which  
operates in conditions of minimal accountability and  

oversight, while accelerating the economic profiteering  
of security and arms companies. Newly established  
private security firms account for a large proportion of  
the civilians who have licenses to use firearms.

From 2010 to 2013 GFKT worked to expose the industry’s 
contribution to the de-regulation and proliferation of  
firearms and successfully lobbied for the enforcement of 
a law ensuring that tens of thousands of private security 
guards were not allowed to bring company guns to their 
homes after duty. Following a decade of recurring murders 
with the guns of off-duty security guards, additional  
research by GFKT has shown that over the past 3 years 
there has not been a single murder with a guard’s  
off-duty gun. 

GFKT is now working towards expanding its civil oversight 
practices to the use of small arms in the military, border 
police and by civilians.

GUN FREE KITCHEN TABLES
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2015
A YEAR OF HEIGHTENED MILITARIZATION 

————————
GFKT aims to increase arms control in a  
state so militarized that the majority of its  
civil society is largely unaware of the issue.

CAMPAIGN IN ACTION
1. Sends an urgent letter to the Minister of Public Security, challenging  
the temporary provision re-authorizing private security guards to bear  
arms after duty. 

2. Informs the Chair of the Inter-Ministerial Committee for the  
Prevention of Domestic Violence of the unprecedented period  
without murders in families with security firms’ off-duty guns. 

3. Issues a press release protesting the severe and swift changes for  
the worse in Israel’s small arms policy and appears on Military Radio 
(Galatz), i24 TV, Maariv, Ynet, Yediot Acharonot, Haaretz, Local Call,  
+972 and The Hottest Place in Hell. For the first time the Arab media,  
in Israel and Palestine and throughout the Arab world, are covering the 
views of Gun Free Kitchen Tables.

4. Ensures that a Knesset report on a proposed National Action Plan  
for integrating UN Security Council Resolution 1325 explicitly cites  
reducing the quantity of small arms in civil space and creating a  
comprehensive database on violence against women in families. 

5. Participates in a groundbreaking panel convened by Social TV about  
the presence of security firms in schools and the risks facing this  
environment guarded by arms.

In 2015, multiple violent incidents perpetrated by individual 
Palestinians intensified armed responses by the Israeli  
military, by other security forces and by private gun  
owners. East and West Jerusalem were patrolled by  
hundreds of additional policemen, guards and border  
police with assault rifles rode trams and buses and  
additional checkpoints were erected within and between 
East Jerusalem neighborhoods. The Mayor of Jerusalem 
encouraged residents to carry arms if they had a military  
or security-force background. The Minister of Public  
Security introduced new measures expanding eligibility  
for gun licenses, meanwhile reducing restrictions on arms 
usage and storage policies for private security guards.

New applications for gun licenses rose to 6,000 a week, 
yet there was little civic or political opposition to the call  
for civilians to arm themselves. De facto sanctioning,  
by the authorities, of shooting-to-kill Palestinian attackers  
or suspects engendered a dangerous phenomenon 
throughout the country. The backlash for gun control was 
evident and the 2013 GFKT success removing the arms  
of private security guards from tens of thousands of homes 
was partially overturned. 



 

There is a lack of reliable data on the possession,  
proliferation and control of small arms in Israel and in  
the Occupied Territories. This lack of data impedes  
possibilities for initiating changes in small arms policy,  
and prevents necessary and urgent monitoring work  
by civil society activists on gender-based gun violence, 
racist gun violence and the practices of private  
security institutions.

It also significantly impairs the government’s capacity to  
effectively control gun usage, withholding from public  
scrutiny the numbers of civilian casualties caused by the 
use of small arms.

Given this context, GFKT has established an independent 
research project designed to provide factual and  
transparent information about small arms proliferation.  
Data collected and analyzed in 2015 contradicted  
government claims that sending private security guards 
home with their guns would increase public safety. GFKT 
data showed that off-duty security guards’ guns played  
no role at all in stopping any attacks. In addition, it  
demonstrated a sharp and troubling rise in the proportion 
of shooting incidents leading to deaths. 

The research and analysis on small arms  
control facilitated by GFKT is challenging 
policy makers, holding them directly  
accountable for increases in lethal  
gun violence.

CAMPAIGN IN ACTION
1. Monitors gun use and its consequences during the first months of  
intensified violence, October through December 2015. 

2. Initiates data collection and analysis on all shooting incidents  
reported by media and human rights groups. 

3. Sends an urgent letter to the Ministry of Public Security, demanding  
a six-month limit on issuing new gun licenses to the great number of  
people currently requesting permits, after which eligibility requirements 
would be reviewed and reexamined.

4. Submits a formal objection to an amendment to the Firearms Act  
proposed by the Minister of Public Security, easily enabling a decision  
that private security guards would bear arms both at work and outside  
of the work place.

5. Demands that the legislation process incorporate an expert gender 
analysis on the implications of this new amendment for women.

6. Presents a gender analysis of the amendment and its implications for 
women to the Minister of Social Equality, the Head of the Women’s Equal 
Status Administration and to additional ministers and Knesset Members. 
Requests that the analysis be included as evidence during legislative  
proceedings.

7.  Introduces GFKT’s new web pages, housed on the Isha L’Isha website 
(in Hebrew and English.)

SECURING TRANSPARENCY,  
PROMOTING ACTIVISM

————————



Gun Free Kitchen Table enters 2016 with deep concern 
about the growing militarization and violence witnessed this 
past year in Israel and in the territories under its control. 

GFKT’s comprehensive and ambitious agenda for 2016:

1. Reframes the discourse on small arms in Israel from  
a national security issue to a civil society issue.

2. Engages the public in an open, democratic, and  
participatory process around guns and human security.

3. Challenges governmental policies that obstruct data 
transparency on small arms use and proliferation.

4. Galvanizes discourse on gender and small arms,  
examining correlations between militarism, sexism,  
racism and gun violence.

5. Produces transparent and accountable information on 
small arms based on accurate research and analysis.

6. Initiates interventions and litigations in pursuit of  
accountability. 

7. Advocates for a comprehensive and transparent  
national policy on small arms. 

2016
GROWING A MOVEMENT FOR HUMAN SECURITY

————————
GFKT knows that women face gender specific 
risks from accelerated small arms proliferation. 
The evidence that guns in homes endanger 
women far more than protecting them is no 
surprise. For vast numbers of women, home is  
the space where they are the most at risk. 
Twenty women’s and civil society organizations 
signed GFKT’s expert gender analysis calling 
on legislators to face these facts.

CAMPAIGN IN ACTION 
GFKT is finalizing the first report of its kind titled Small Arms and Arms 
Control in Civil Space in Israel. The report will offer a feminist analysis  
of the proliferation, distribution, regulation, control of, and some of the  
damage caused by small arms in Israel and in the territories under its control. 
It will provide carefully documented, reliable data on the amount of arms 
found in civil society, and the identity of the organizations and people who 
have licenses for small arms. The report is authored by Rela Mazali,  
Niv Hachlili, Galit Lubetzky and Smadar Ben Natan and will be published  
in Hebrew, with executive summaries in Arabic and English.

Catalyzed by the forthcoming report, GFKT plans to raise tough questions  
on the proliferation and control of military arms, on the armament of Jewish 
civilians in the West Bank, on police arms and on illegal arms. This report, 
along with an informed and engaged public discourse, could be used as a 
basis to demand, for the very first time, a comprehensive and transparent 
national policy on small arms. 

GFKT’s new web pages provide updated information and timely bulletins 
GFKT’s Facebook page subscriptions increased by 200 and has close to 
3,500 subscribers. Over 42,000 people were reached by GFKT  
Facebook postings.



The GFKT Campaign is a national coalition of organizations 
that has gained international recognition for its outstanding 
work on small arms disarmament. 

GFKT Campaign Members: 
Association for Civil Rights in Israel; Coalition of Women for Peace; 
Hollaback Israel; Isha L’Isha Feminist Center; Israel Women’s Network; 
Itach-Maaki: Women Lawyers for Social Justice; L.O.: Combating  
Violence Against Women; New Profile; Noga: The Israeli Center for 
Rights of Crime Victims; Physicians for Human Rights; Psychoactive; 
Tmura: The Antidiscrimination Legal Center; Women and Their Bodies.

International Recognition in 2015 includes:
“GFKT is a good example of women activists who clarify and alert us to 
a precise link in the gendered continuum of violence [… and] point out, 
loud and clear, that militarism doesn’t stay in the barracks. It comes in 
the front door, it hangs in the closet.” — Cynthia Cockburn, prominent 
feminist researcher and writer, raised up GFKT as a remarkable model 
of significant anti-militarist activism that can be employed anywhere, at 
any level of government at the Women’s International League of Peace 
and Freedom Centenary Conference in the Hague. 

“I think that the experience of GFKT is not just relevant to Palestine/
Israel but is a great example of the engagement of civil society in  
disarmament and building community security more generally.”  
— Jahla Valji, Policy Adviser and Officer in Charge of the Peace and  
Security section, UN Women 

Testifying to the interest shared by feminists across borders in the  
thinking and action of GFKT, the Turkish academic feminist journal,  
Kulture ve Siyasette Feminist Yaklasimlar, recently published an  
article on GFKT authored by Rela Mazali and translated into Turkish 
by Elif Binici and Irem Az.

Please support the work of Gun Free Kitchen Tables.
Your help will enable us to continue to produce the  
relevant information we need to succeed at the urgent  
work we do.

For more information
gunfreekitchentables@gmail.com

A tax-deductible contribution can be made via the
GFKT home page 
or send to the New Israel Fund, 
marked donor-advised to Isha l’Isha for Gun Free Kitchen Tables
POB 96712, Washington DC 20077-7438

Total Revenue 
$85,100.

Total Expenditure  
$68,460.

Financial Overview  
2015

7% 
Local  

Support
6% 
Individual Support

87% 
International Support

79%
Program Activites

5% 
Administration

16% 
Communications

& Fundraising

NATIONAL COALITION, 
INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION

————————

http://isha.org.il/%D7%AA%D7%97%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%99-%D7%A4%D7%A2%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%AA/%D7%94%D7%90%D7%A7%D7%93%D7%97-%D7%A2%D7%9C-%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9F-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%91%D7%97/


GFKT is very grateful for the financial, organizational  
and in-kind support from public and private foundations,  
individual donors, coalition members, and volunteers in 
Europe, the U.S. and Israel. 

We value your solidarity and commitment to partner with us 
in dismantling the militarism that obstructs a vision of a just 
and viable peace in our region.

GFKT cherishes and wishes to acknowledge its supportive 
home, the Isha L’Isha Feminist Center.

And we are excited to announce the establishment of 
the new Sustainers’ Circle, a group of donors who have 
committed to multi-year gifts that will ensure the on-going 
sustainability of GFKT.

Staff
Rela Mazali
Smadar Ben Natan
Galit Lubetzky

Donors
Anonymous
Mira Ariel
Cynda Collins Arsenault
Shelly Berlowitz
Chana Bloch
Cordaid
Marta Drury and Kerry Lobel
Cynthia Enloe
Eve Ensler
Vanessa Farr
Marcia Freedman
Nan Gefen 
Rachel Giora 
Global Fund for Women                                                                                  
Terry Greenblatt                                                            
Joan and David Hadden
Jan Holmgren
Horizons Foundation
Arina Isaacson
Barbara Kane
Hannah Kranzberg
Kvinna till Kvinna
Orly Lubin 
New Profile 
NIF Emergency Grant                                                          
Kathleen Peratis
Ruti Presser
Laura Read
Dana Ron
Penny Rosenwasser
Samuel Rubin Foundation
Galia Shaham
Urgent Action Fund for Women’s Human Rights
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Judith Yahav

Total Expenditure  
$68,460.
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