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We don't know who she is, but we know we can save her life 

 

August 21, 2014 

Dear friends and supporters of Gun Free Kitchen Tables (GFKT), 

 

Gun Free Kitchen Tables work for gun control and against the proliferation of small arms 

stems from feminist beliefs opposing the subjugation, oppression, dispossession and 

discrimination of all and any. While it forefronts small arms proliferation and gun control 

within Israeli society, this work is part of a general attempt to seriously question and reverse 

some of the core perceptions that perpetuate militarization and some of the practices that 

uphold the security state. In parallel to, and through, its work to place small arms under vital 

restrictions, GFKT strives to transform society and state in Israel as it questions and 

restructures standard patterns of armament, masculinity, and armed violence with impunity. 

As described by GFKT activist Galit Lubetzky in a recent article, we implement "theories of 

power and gender in order to crack open the military monopoly over security issues." Like 

most transformative work, though, this aspect of GFKT's work is gradual and painstaking. 

Partly because such transformations, if and when they occur, are usually driven by the 

convergence of varied, complementary lines of work and of circumstances. However, the 

armed violence raging through the past few weeks and our commitment to protest it have, to 

some extent, overridden our ongoing work. In the context of a prolonged reality of illegal 

occupation of territories by Israel and of extreme asymmetry between Israel and the 

Palestinian people, we strongly condemn the attacks against Gaza and the West Bank and 

view this entire so-called "war" (so-called because the term "war" presupposes a degree of 

symmetry between the "warring" parties that is largely absent in this case) as unfounded, 

unnecessary and tragically, criminally wasteful of human lives, on both sides. We recognize 

the enormity of Gaza's arbitrary destruction and the dimensions of wanton death, injury and 

suffering visited upon its residents, with women bearing a gender-specific and very terrible 

segment of the military attack and its aftermath due to their positioning as primary caretakers 

of children, elderly and wounded. Given the dimensions of the destruction inflicted upon 

Gaza's civilian population, women and their children, as well as men, have clearly suffered, 

and will continue to suffer, severe and disproportionate violence. Continuing our efforts, 

towards more immediate and vital change as well as long-term transformation, we meanwhile 

profoundly mourn and protest the deaths, the injuries, the displacement, the loss of homes 

and livelihood and families, the denial and destruction of the most basic of living conditions 

incurred upon thousands of women and children and men—first and foremost among the 

Palestinian people and, though in vastly smaller numbers and to lesser degrees, among the 

Israeli people living near and around Gaza. As outlined in our motto, we don't and couldn't 

know who these women—and children, and men—are or were. In this case, however, we can 

only hope that our searing failure to prevent the loss and devastation of their lives will inform 

and inspire our future work to transform some of the root causes of this aggressive 

destruction.  

 

Having noted this, we also want to update you on the most recent developments in the work 

of Gun Free Kitchen Tables: 

http://mekomit.co.il/%D7%94%D7%90%D7%A7%D7%93%D7%97-%D7%9C%D7%90-%D7%A2%D7%9C-%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9F-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%91%D7%97-%D7%A4%D7%97%D7%95%D7%AA-%D7%A0%D7%A9%D7%A7-%D7%91%D7%91%D7%AA%D7%99%D7%9D/


Gun Free Kitchen Tables—Recent Headlines: 
 

1)  Despite Recent Rise in Violence Against Women in Homes & Families in Israel: 

One Year Without A Murder With Guards' Guns  

2) Revised Security Services Bill Accepts GFKT Objections 

3) Second Civil Suit In-The-Making 

4) Detailed Responses to GFKT Petitions for Information 

5) Successful Social Media Outreach 
 

 

Despite Recent Rise in Violence Against Women in Homes & Families in Israel: 

One Year Without A Murder With Guards' Guns: 

 

On July 23, the young Hebrew news site, "Local Call" (which recently announced 10,000 

readers) featured an article by GFKT activist Galit Lubetzky noting a full year without a 

single murder with security guards' off-duty arms since GFKT's success in moving Israel's 

government to institute (still partial) enforcement of Clause 10c of the Firearms Act. In the 

preceding 12 month period, July 2012 to July 2013, before selective implementation of the 

clause restricting guards' licenses and guns to their places of work, no less than eight women 

and men were murdered with guards' off-duty arms. As verified independently by GFKT at 

the start of 2014, new directives issued by the Minister of Public Security in July 2013, 

following the latest murders and GFKT's multi-channeled efforts, removed tens of thousands 

of security guards' guns from their homes after work shifts. 

    In the recent context of peaking militarized violence, the Haaretz daily reported a sharp 

rise in violence against women within homes and families in Israel. As in other societies in 

conflict, the (predominantly Jewish) society of Israel too seems to exhibit distinct rises in 

violence against women exacerbated by rises in military attacks and warfare. Haaretz cited a 

60 percent increase—in a single month—in people seeking support at the Be'er Sheva support 

center for victims of sexual violence, which services the entire south of Israel and data from 

the NGO, "No to Violence Against Women"—a partner to the Gun free Kitchen Tables 

Campaign—which recorded a 20 percent rise in the number of women approaching the 

hotline for the first time and a 30 percent rise in women seeking shelter.  

  
Article by GFKT Activist Galit Lutetzky    GFKT Facebook post reporting a 30 year sentence 

on "Local Call" News Site                                                                for a guard who murdered his wife last year 

 
Commenting on the rise in violence against women, a follower of the GFKT twitter account 

@GunFreeHome tweeted, "Thank you @GunFreeHome for no women murdered." 

Obviously, GFKT doesn't presume to prevent all and any women's murders through the 

removal of security guards' small arms from homes. It has, however, unquestionably reduced 

http://www.haaretz.com/news/national/.premium-1.608311
http://no2violence.co.il/


the risk and the relative ease of such murders in thousands of homes. Expressing her 

recognition of this, the author of the tweet meanwhile demonstrated the emergence of a 

transformed, critical discourse and consciousness on arms and security. As Galit's article 

noted, "It is eerie to write about saving unknown lives when surrounded by so much very real 

killing. Still." 

 

 
Revised Security Services Bill Accepts GFKT Objections: 

 

We are relieved and happy to announce that a revised version of the new Security Services 

Bill, tabled in June 2014 over two years after its initial proposal, represents a major GFKT 

achievement in combination with some disappointing results. The achievement: Total erasure 

of a clause of the bill that would have overturned the restriction of security guards' guns to 

their work sites. In keeping with the vehement objections submitted by GFKT in April 2012, 

soon after its publication, the bill now spells out this restriction unequivocally, underlining it 

and keeping it in place. First and foremost, then, GFKT protests and advocacy have 

preempted a dangerous clause of the bill which would have provided blanket authorization of 

security guards to take arms home. An additional achievement is the revised bill’s 

comprehensiveness, along the lines of GFKT proposals, its much reduced reliance on other 

laws and its resulting clarity on the issues and terms it covers, simplifying its practical 

implications. The bill now provides a clear definition of ‘private security firm,’ clarifies and 

restricts the responsibilities of the firm employee in charge of arms and arms licensing and 

extends the scope of governmental oversight of private security firms. It further lays out 

detailed guidelines for the appointment of government supervisors.  

    In the years after submitting carefully argued opposition to aspects of the bill, along with 

suggestions for improvements, GFKT repeatedly reiterated the risks inherent in the bill's 

language, through an array of letters and meetings. Among others, we wrote the Chair of the 

important Knesset Committee of Interior Affairs, the Minister of Public Security directly 

responsible for police and private policing (private security guard firms) and the ministry's 

legal advisor, the Chair of the Knesset Committee on the Status of Women and others. These 

objections and suggestions were also raised during GFKT meetings with high-level decision 

makers, including the attorney drafting the final version of the bill. The much improved bill 

clearly bears the marks of GFKT’s extended intervention (which also included testimony to 

the State Comptroller and exposure in commercial media). Less encouraging aspects of the 

bill include its failure to incorporate several pro-active measures proposed by GFKT, focused 

specifically on the gendered risks of deploying private, armed organizations, while 

suggesting means for reducing gun violence in the domestic sphere and beyond. GFKT has 

already submitted an additional response, repeating crucial proposals that have been ignored 

to date and adding others that stress the need to institutionalize consultation with welfare 

professionals and social workers prior to any decision granting gun licenses. 
 

 

Second Civil Suit in-the-making: 
 

In the channel of legal activism that GFKT conducts alongside its advocacy work, 

preparations have been commenced for a second civil suit charging the state and a security 

guard firm with liability for three murders by a security guard who was sent home with his 

gun in 2008, despite the previous enactment of unenforced Clause 10c, which outlawed 

carrying guards' guns home. Full details will be provided when the suit is filed, but this 

sequel to the first, unprecedented suit (still ongoing) realizes GFKT plans to end the impunity 



of private companies and the state, attaching actual financial risks and costs to their breaches 

of existing gun laws. Moreover, the second lawsuit results from intensive collaboration 

between the Tmura AntiDiscrimination Legal Center, a partner in the GFKT Campaign, and 

the lawyers of the Gun Free Kitchen Tables project itself. 

    Meanwhile, the previous lawsuit has entered its second phase. Based on the findings of a 

pre-trial in the summer of 2013, GFKT, jointly with the Noga Legal Center for Victims of 

Crime, a partner in the GFKT campaign, filed the final version of this groundbreaking suit on 

August 14 2014, on behalf of Alamesh Zalaka, who was critically injured in November 2011 

in a murder attempt by her security guard partner.  

 

 

Detailed Responses to GFKT Petitions for Information: 

 

In its research for the forthcoming, first-ever report, Small Arms in Israel, planned for 

publication at the end of 2014, Gun Free Kitchen Tables has submitted detailed requests for 

information, under the Freedom of Information Act, to four executive bodies bearing direct 

responsibility for the licensing and control of small arms in Israel—the Ministry of Public 

Security, the Police, the spokesperson of the Israel Defense Force and the Ministry of 

Defense. Over the past few months, we have received responses from each of these branches 

of government. In addition to written responses, the Ministry of Public Security has also 

engaged in GFKT activists in lengthy meetings with top officials. We are still studying the 

responses received. Notably, though, while these seem, overall, to be far from satisfactory, 

they do represent an unprecedented case of civil society groups, and particularly feminist 

ones, putting pointed, well-informed questions about small arms to security authorities. As 

such, they also represent the recognition on the part of these authorities that civil society has 

a right to, and a justified interest in, data on small arms proliferation and control.  

 

 

Successful Social Media Outreach: 

 

As we announced in our April 4
th

 Bulletin, GFKT followed up on media coverage of the 

(surprisingly positive) findings of its independent survey with a series of paid Facebook ads 

(enabled, like the survey itself, by an earmarked emergency grant from the Urgent Action 

Fund). The ads built on the media exposure and re-publicized the media items and survey 

findings announced previously on the GFKT social media channels in unpaid formats. The 

results were dramatic—the number of page subscribers ("likes") rose by almost 150% from 

1,218 at the start of the ad campaign in early May to 2,965 at its end a month later. The paid 

ads reach a total of almost 948,500 readers and elicited hundreds of responses engaging 

significant numbers of readers in active discussion. The GFKT Twitter account is currently 

followed by about 260 subscribers who often retweet or link the account to additional 

discussions of small arms, distinctly drawing on it as a resource. Unlike some of the 

Facebook subscribers, the GFKT Twitter followers are almost unfailingly sympathetic and 

tend to appreciate and distribute our messaging. 
 

 
Graph summarizing Facebook ad effects; produced by social media professional 

http://tmura.org.il/index.html?
http://www.noga.org.il/index.php?new_lang=en
http://www.noga.org.il/index.php?new_lang=en

