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A one-of-a-kind meeting –  
Alamnesh Zalaka with daughters, sisters & nieces the late Inquihush Yamharan 

Photograph: Galit Lubetzky, Gun Free Kitchen Tables, November 25, 2012  
  

The event held on the 2012 International Day to End Violence Against Women, 
allowed me a moment which was, quite frankly, uplifting and totally unique in my 
long decades of activism. The moment was a meeting between Alamnesh Zalaka, who 
represented Gun Free Kitchen Tables from the stage in Amharic, two years after 
surviving a murder attempt by her partner with his security guard’s off-duty gun, and 
the daughters, sisters and nieces of Inquihush Yamharan, who was murdered by her 
husband in October 2003. This dynamic young family group makes a point of 
attending events to end violence against women, in shirts showing the number of 
years since Inquihush’s death. After Alamnesh’s talk, which I had the special honor of 
conveying in Hebrew and following with words of my own, this small group 
approached Alamnesh, hesitant, excited, and later tearful. Even from the sidelines, the 
meeting clearly reflected a depth of understanding and resonance between these 
women; strangers yet, powerfully, familiars, sharing a knowledge far beyond words. I 
would like to wish Alamnesh, the women of this family, the activists of this campaign 
and all the activists of the struggle, a level of moving, empowering mutuality and 
resonance in meetings, dialogues and actions, of the unique kind which I had the rare 
privilege of witnessing and experiencing on November 25 this year. 
 
This connection, of Alamnesh and the Gun Free Kitchen Tables Campaign with 
young, independently active women, outside of organizational frameworks was just 
one of the rare meetings occasioned by the event this week. It embodied a (difficult 



and painful) process of discussion and agreement between women’s organizations that 
had not previously taken joint action. It was a physical meeting of two marches – one 
from northern Tel Aviv and one from its southern neighborhoods, one led by activists 
pushed deep into society’s margins and the other representing more mainstream 
structures and organizations. Campaign activists had the privilege of playing a 
meaningful role in the highly complex coalition-building effort. The range of speakers 
culminating the process was exceptional, amplifying the voices of many different 
shades of women’s experiences of violence. All this took place barely a week after the 
outbreak of militarized violence that had totally unraveled the fabric of civilian life 
and with it both planning and organizing towards the event. 
 
This year on November 25th, Gun Free Kitchen Tables presented for the first time 
before hundreds of activists, at a public event of this scope. Many campaign signs 
stood out along the long march from south Tel Aviv to the Cinemateque Square and 
the campaign was featured at length by Hebrew alternative media (on Megaphone and 
via livestream on the Khadar Hamatzav site).  
 
The list of involved activists continues growing, a moving development on which our 
annual report will elaborate. For now, though, I and we wish simply to say a very 
deeply felt ‘thank you’ to all those who follow our work, take some part in it, think or 
speak of it and support the campaign. 

  

 
  

Activists with campaign signs; Photograph: Galit Lubetzky, Gun Free Kitchen Tables, November 25, 2012  
 


