
 
Gun Free Kitchen Tables 

We don't know who she is, but we know we can save her life 

 

Bulletin from the Kitchen Table 

Sept 3, 2015 

Dear friends and supporters of Gun Free Kitchen Tables (GFKT), 

 

Last spring saw the election of yet another new parliament (Knesset) in Israel (some two 

years after the last one was sworn in). Party jockeying dragged on until finally, as summer 

started, a new coalition government was formed, Knesset committee chairs were appointed 

and assorted high level positions were filled. At long last, Gun Free Kitchen Tables could 

resume our campaign both vis a vis and along with elected representatives. Now, we hope to 

keep you abreast of our latest efforts to advance and expand the (still partial) 

implementation of a law designed to save lives. 

 

The level of implementation already achieved by the GFKT Campaign has produced 

significant results. In July 2015, we noted two full years since the last murder with a 

security firm’s company gun sent home with a security guard. This is the longest continuous 

period without such murders on record since 2002 when their documentation begun. This is 

the success that we hope and work to expand and entrench. 

 

We want to thank each and all of you for your interest, involvement and support, 

Rela Mazali 

Co-Coordinator, Gun Free Kitchen Tables 
 

Still running a race against time: 

In September, the temporary provision re-authorizing security firms to store guns in 

guards’ homes is up for extension; 

In September the dangerous over-armament of schools will be resumed. Moreover, the 

state and security firms will again send the arms of 4,500 guards into their homes: 
1) On July 12, we wrote the Minister of Public Security, on behalf of the 13 partner groups of the 

GFKT Campaign, calling for no extension of the temporary provision (issued in November 2014) 

re-authorizing security guards to bear company arms after duty. We also called for an extension 

of the directives (issued in July 2013) preventing storage of guards’ guns in their homes to 

include the 4,500 guards stationed at schools and educational institutions. We asked to meet with 

the minister and present him with the data and information supporting these calls. 
 

2) The CEO of the Ministry of Public Security responded (on August 18) that, “As the expiration 

date of the temporary provision approaches, an assessment will be conducted. The final decision 

will examine the range of considerations, including your letter.” Following his response, on 

August 26, we addressed a letter to the Chair of the Internal Affairs and Environment Committee, 

MK David Amsalem, with “a call to convene an urgent, thorough discussion of the ongoing 

retreat from the July 2013 directives of the Minister of Public Security, banning security 



guards from bearing and storing arms in their homes, directives due to which thousands of 

homes in Israel are now gun free, significantly reducing the risks and threats of firearms in 

homes.” 
In addition, on August 30, we directed focused responses to the CEO’s letter to both the Minister 

of Public Security and the CEO of the ministry. Our letter stressed the urgency of our calls given 

the opening school year and the expiration date of the temporary provision. Besides recurring 

murders with security firms’ arms that are stored in homes, we cited examples of gun-related 

deaths and injuries within schools and educational institutions, including two lethal shootings, 

two serious injuries. We also pointed out the safety and educational risks of a widespread practice 

entrusting student discipline to guards, when their sole source of authority is a firearm. 
 

3) On July 19, we wrote the Chair of the Knesset Committee on the Status of Women and Gender 

Equality, MK Aida Touma-Sliman, as well as her colleague from the Joint List, MK Hanin Zoabi, 

introducing Gun Free Kitchen Tables and noting some of the pressing issues on our agenda 

(including the urgent need for collecting and providing gender-disaggregated data related to small 

arms proliferation and gun violence in Israel). We asked to meet both Knesset Members. 
 

Noting two years without murders with off-duty security firms’ guns: 

On July 24
th

 we noted two full years since the last murder with a security firm’s gun taken home by 

a guard (our two-year Facebook post is below). Since publication (in July 2013) of the new 

directives prohibiting storage of (most) guards’ guns in their homes and their implementation a 

month later, there have – to the best of our knowledge – been no additional deaths caused by 

security firms’ arms in homes. As we’ve stated however, the directives were partly lifted last 

November. Working for their full reinstatement is one of our urgent priorities. 
   

 
 

A milestone post on GFKT’s Facebook page: Two-years with no murders with security firms’ guns stored in guards’ homes. 
 

On September 1
st
 we informed the Chair of the Inter-Ministerial Committee for the Prevention of 

Domestic Violence, Mr. Eliezer Rosenbaum, Deputy CEO of the Ministry of Interior, of this 

unprecedented period without murders in families with security firms’ off-duty guns. Our letter suggested 



that GFKT present evidence to the Committee and attend its meetings towards amending the Law for 

Prevention of Domestic Violence to include practical measures for preventing gun violence in families.  
 

Extending public discussion on the risks posed by firearms: 

1) We recently resumed interaction (a lecture, a meeting, letters) with welfare authorities at different 

levels, extending our ongoing efforts to integrate GFKT knowledge-building into the know-how 

and practices of professionals working to prevent domestic violence. 
 

2) On July 27
th
, we participated in a groundbreaking panel convened by Social TV, posing tough 

questions about security firms’ arms in schools and the risks of schools’ over-armament in Israel. 

The panel, moderated by Tammi Molad Hayo, included speakers: Noga Hurvitz, Dr. Vered 

Ne’eman-Haviv, Rela Mazali. In early August Social TV aired an English subtitled version. 
 

3) The rise in GFKT Facebook page subscribers (‘likes’)  continues at a steady moderate pace since 

the end of last year. Subscription is currently 3,097. The Twitter account subscription is 340. 

GFKT’s web pages on the Isha L’Isha website are regularly updated in both Hebrew and English 

(links below). Readers follow our work, respond and debate through all these channels, steadily 

expanding local discourse on gun control and gun violence. 

 

 

For more information or to donate to our work, you’re warmly invited to GFKT’s webpages 

(English & Hebrew). Or visit our GFKT Facebook page & our GunFreeHome Twitter account.  
 

 
 

To donate to Gun Free Kitchen Tables: 

Click the button at the top left-hand corner of the GFKT home page (shown above) 

Click the “Donate” button on the menu 

Click “Donate” for a one-time donation or “Subscribe” for monthly donations 

Fill in the form 

AND PLEASE DON’T FORGET: 

On the last screen 

Click the + sign to open the “Purpose of Donation” box & type in:  

FOR GUN FREE KITCHEN TABLES  

http://tv.social.org.il/en/women-making-order-security-weapons
http://isha.org.il/%D7%AA%D7%97%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%99-%D7%A4%D7%A2%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%AA/%D7%94%D7%90%D7%A7%D7%93%D7%97-%D7%A2%D7%9C-%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9F-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%91%D7%97/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/%D7%94%D7%90%D7%A7%D7%93%D7%97-%D7%A2%D7%9C-%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9F-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%91%D7%97/160175817353648
https://twitter.com/gunfreehome
http://isha.org.il/%D7%AA%D7%97%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%99-%D7%A4%D7%A2%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%AA/%D7%94%D7%90%D7%A7%D7%93%D7%97-%D7%A2%D7%9C-%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9F-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%91%D7%97/

