
 
Gun Free Kitchen Tables 

We don't know who she is, but we know we can save her life 

 

March 20, 2015 
Dear friends and supporters of Gun Free Kitchen Tables (GFKT), 

 
While public attention was glued to elections campaigns and government 

was virtually suspended, GFKT continued its long-term efforts. Below is an 
overview of current conditions in the field of gun control in Israel and 
information on some of the central items on GFKT’s collective desk. We 

remain sincerely thankful to each and all of you for your vitally sustaining 
interest and support.  

 
Warm wishes, 
Rela Mazali 

Co-Coordinator, Gun Free Kitchen Tables 
 

Still counting: Three more months of no murders with guards’ off-duty guns: 

Not one woman or man has been shot with a firearm sent home with a security guard, since 

July 2013 when the Minister of Public Security instructed private security firms to collect and 

store guards’ guns at the end of work shifts. This is the longest period on record (since the 

start of documentation in 2002) without killings in the family sphere with security guards’ 

guns. 
 

 
 

Heading of the Temporary Provision re-authorizing guards to take home company guns 

 

Government on automatic pilot: Temporary provision renewed: 

There is virtually no government during the time period leading up to and immediately 

following elections in Israel. Major decisions are placed on hold. Officials are ‘otherwise 

occupied.’ The status quo is entrenched as the default option. As the third such period within 

six years (due to elections in February 2009; January 2013 and March 2015), the current 

stretch is particularly disturbing and disruptive. Without governance to field proposals, the 

cumulative, painstaking work of civil society groups towards policy changing decisions 

invariably backslides. Paradoxically, perhaps, repeated early elections emerge as an effective 

means of neutralizing civil society and blocking social change.  



The major breakthroughs achieved by GFKT in disarmament and gun control have 

been no exception to this. Predictably, the end of February saw an automatic extension of the 

temporary provision issued three months earlier by the Minister of Public Security, retracting 

instructions to store the arms of security firms at guards’ respective work sites and re-

authorizing guards to take home company guns. The temporary provision will remain in 

(temporary) force until June 2015 at least. Given the freeze of governance, GFKT refrained 

from reiterating the immediate and strong protest it submitted when the provision was issued. 

Its reversal (hopefully) will have to await the executives of Israel’s next government.  

 Notably, however, as reported in our November 2014 bulletin, the majority of security 

guards are apparently ignoring this renewed, elective authorization to take home guns. The 

provision is, moreover, opposed by the Israel Security Association (an umbrella of over 100 

private security firms). The ISA CEO, Pini Schiff said in November that:  

Thirty-eight-thousand armed security guards, an enormous number, … have already 

acquired the new ‘mode’ of depositing arms in safes and don’t wish to overturn this 

practice. So now they’re saying ‘no’ in very large numbers. It’s an elective 

authorization, not a directive. 
 

 
 

At work on answers received to Freedom of Information requests 

Photograph: Galit Lubetzky 

 

Studying the answers: Four government agencies answer queries on small arms: 

GFKT has now received final—although very partial—answers to four requests for 

information on small arms submitted to four government agencies: the Ministry of Public 

Security, the Israel Police, the Israel Defense Force and the Ministry of Defense. The 

requests, submitted under the Freedom of Information Act, form part of our research for a 

first-ever report: Small Arms in Israel (planned for publication near the end of 2015). We are 

currently studying and comparing the responses and consolidating the results towards their 

integration into the report.   

 

Now in English: Introducing GFKT’s new English web pages: 

Our English-reading friends and supporters are warmly invited to visit the newly translated 

and uploaded English versions of all GFKT’s web pages. Translations by Rela Mazali and 

technical editing and uploading by Galit Lubetzky, the pages include: 

1) Gun Free Kitchen Tables Homepage; 

2) About; 

3) The Team; 

4) In Memorian; 

5) Annual Reports & Bulletins; 

6) Feminism & small arms. 

http://isha.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/November-2014-Bulletin.pdf
http://www.haaretz.co.il/news/politics/.premium-1.2490799
http://isha.org.il/%D7%AA%D7%97%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%99-%D7%A4%D7%A2%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%AA/%D7%94%D7%90%D7%A7%D7%93%D7%97-%D7%A2%D7%9C-%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9F-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%91%D7%97/annual-reports/
http://isha.org.il/%D7%AA%D7%97%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%99-%D7%A4%D7%A2%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%AA/%D7%94%D7%90%D7%A7%D7%93%D7%97-%D7%A2%D7%9C-%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9F-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%91%D7%97/aboutgunfreekitchentables/
http://isha.org.il/%D7%AA%D7%97%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%99-%D7%A4%D7%A2%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%AA/%D7%94%D7%90%D7%A7%D7%93%D7%97-%D7%A2%D7%9C-%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9F-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%91%D7%97/gunfreekitchentablesprojectstaff/
http://isha.org.il/%D7%AA%D7%97%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%99-%D7%A4%D7%A2%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%AA/%D7%94%D7%90%D7%A7%D7%93%D7%97-%D7%A2%D7%9C-%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9F-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%91%D7%97/in-memorian/
http://isha.org.il/%D7%AA%D7%97%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%99-%D7%A4%D7%A2%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%AA/%D7%94%D7%90%D7%A7%D7%93%D7%97-%D7%A2%D7%9C-%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9F-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%91%D7%97/annual-reports/
http://isha.org.il/%D7%AA%D7%97%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%99-%D7%A4%D7%A2%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%AA/%D7%94%D7%90%D7%A7%D7%93%D7%97-%D7%A2%D7%9C-%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9F-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%91%D7%97/feminism-and-weapons/

