
 
Gun Free Kitchen Tables 

We don't know who she is, but we know we can save her life 

 

 

June 3, 2015 

Dear friends and supporters of Gun Free Kitchen Tables (GFKT), 

 

We’re writing to update you on recent actions and developments in the work of GFKT. 

We are grateful to each and every one of you for taking an interest and for extending 

your continued and vital support.  

 

Our warm wishes, 

Rela Mazali 

Co-Coordinator, Gun Free Kitchen Tables 

 

Going on two: Almost two years since the last murder with a guard’s off-duty gun: 

On July 23, 2013 Natan Jorno and his daughter Yamit Jorno were shot and killed by a 

security guard with his off-duty gun. A month later, on August 27, the new directives issued 

by the Minister of Public Security in July were finally implemented, leading to the 

disarmament of thousands of superfluously armed guards and to the storage of 85% of armed 

guards’ guns at their work sites after duty. To the best of our knowledge, a move to partially 

retract the new directives in November 2014 failed to substantially reverse the systemic 

change already underway “in the field.” We are currently witnessing the longest period 

documented in Israel without a single killing with a private security guards’ off-duty gun. 

While storing guns at work sites does not and cannot provide total prevention, this 

unprecedented two-year period testifies to the meaningful effectiveness of such measures. 
 

 

 
 

Haaretz news site headline:  

“State claims: An 89 year old murdered by her grandson exposed herself to danger of her own free will” 

http://isha.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/April-2014-Bulletin.pdf
http://isha.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/April-2014-Bulletin.pdf
http://isha.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/April-2014-Bulletin.pdf
http://isha.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/November-2014-Bulletin.pdf
http://isha.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/November-2014-Bulletin.pdf
http://www.haaretz.co.il/news/politics/.premium-1.2490799
http://www.haaretz.co.il/news/politics/.premium-1.2490799


“Enhance accountability and combat impunity”: Civil suits: 

On April 20
th

, Roman Litrovnik was represented at the first pre-trial session of his civil suit 

by lawyers from two partners of the GFKT Campaign, the Tmura Israeli Anti-discrimination 

Legal Center and the GFKT project of Isha L’Isha (which initiated and leads the Campaign). 

Roman’s mother, father and grandmother were shot and killed, seven years ago, by his 

cousin, a security guard who took home his gun. Suing the state and the private security firm 

directly charges both parties with liability and responsibility for failing to enforce the law 

requiring storage of guns at work. Media coverage after the pre-trial (see headline above) 

spotlighted the ludicrous state claim that Roman’s grandmother, who shared an apartment 

with the shooter, “exposed herself to danger of her own free will.” 

On May 4
th

, Alamnesh Zalaka, was represented at the pre-trial session of her civil suit by 

lawyers from Noga Legal Center for Victims of Crime, another partner group of the GFKT 

Campaign, along with lawyers from the GFKT project of Isha L’Isha. 

Both lawsuits represent a practical strategy for implementing the 7
th

 recommendation recently 

drawn from an exhaustive “Global Study on the Implementation of United Nations Security 

Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1325” carried out by WILPF. The recommendation is to: 

“Enhance accountability and combat impunity of … private military and security companies, 

national security forces and non-state armed groups on violence against women and girls 

(VAWG) in conflict and post-conflict situations.” 
 

Globalizing local strategies: GFKT noticed internationally: 

Late in April we got an elated text message from Jessica Nevo, who has worked with GFKT, 

from the first plenary session of the Women’s International League of Peace and Freedom 

Centenary Conference at the Hague. How exciting, she wrote, Cynthia Cockburn is talking 

about GFKT! And in fact, GFKT is beginning to draw international recognition as a model of 

significant anti-militarist activism that can be employed anywhere, at any level of 

government. Cynthia Cockburn, who is a prominent feminist researcher and writer, cited “the 

remarkable project in Israel called Gun Free Kitchen Tables” as “a good example of women 

activists who clarify and alert us to a precise link in the gendered continuum of violence [… 

and] point out, loud and clear, that militarism doesn't stay in the barracks. It comes in the 

front door, it hangs in the closet.” She noted that women’s mobilization within IANSA, 

the International Action Network on Small Arms and Light Weapons, successfully pressed 

the United Nations, during negotiation of the Arms Trade Treaty, “to acknowledge precisely 

what women such as those of Gun Free Kitchen Tables have been telling us - the significance 

of guns in women’s lives and deaths.”  

 

 
The latest issue of Feminist Yaklasimlar featuring an article on GFKT 

http://peacewomen.org/security-council/2015HLR
http://peacewomen.org/security-council/2015HLR
http://www.womenstopwar.org/plenaries/
http://www.womenstopwar.org/
http://www.womenstopwar.org/
http://www.iansa.org/
http://www.un.org/disarmament/ATT/


 

 

Testifying to the interest shared by feminists across borders in the thinking and action of 

GFKT, the Turkish academic feminist journal, Kulture ve Siyasette Feminist Yaklasimlar, 

recently published an article on GFKT authored by Rela Mazali and translated into Turkish 

by Elif Binici and Irem Az. 

Finally, earlier this year, Jahla Valji, Policy Adviser and Officer in Charge of the Peace and 

Security section, UN Women, wrote GFKT that, “I think that the experience of GFKT is not 

just relevant to Palestine/Israel but is a great example of the engagement of civil society in 

disarmament and building community security more generally.” 

 

 

For more information, or if you’d like to donate to our work, you’re warmly invited to 

the new GFKT webpages (both in English and Hebrew). Or visit our (mostly Hebrew) 

GFKT Facebook page and our GunFreeHome Twitter account.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

To donate to Gun Free Kitchen Tables: 

 

Click the button at the top left-hand corner of the GFKT home page (shown above) 

Click the “Donate” button on the menu 

Click “Donate” for a one-time donation or “Subscribe” for monthly donations 

Fill in the form 

AND PLEASE DON’T FORGET: 

On the last screen 

Click the + sign to open the “Purpose of Donation” box 

And type in:  

FOR GUN FREE KITCHEN TABLES  

http://www.feministyaklasimlar.org/sayi-25-subat-2015/silahlardan-soz-etmisken-militarize-bir-toplumda-silah-denetimi-soylemini-dolasima-sokmak-ve-guvenlik-guclerini-silahsizlandirmak/
http://isha.org.il/%D7%AA%D7%97%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%99-%D7%A4%D7%A2%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%AA/%D7%94%D7%90%D7%A7%D7%93%D7%97-%D7%A2%D7%9C-%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9F-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%91%D7%97/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/%D7%94%D7%90%D7%A7%D7%93%D7%97-%D7%A2%D7%9C-%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9F-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%91%D7%97/160175817353648
https://twitter.com/gunfreehome
http://isha.org.il/%D7%AA%D7%97%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%99-%D7%A4%D7%A2%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%AA/%D7%94%D7%90%D7%A7%D7%93%D7%97-%D7%A2%D7%9C-%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9F-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%91%D7%97/

