
 

Gun Free Kitchen Tables 

We don't know who she is, but we know we can save her life 

 

         April 4, 2014 

Dear friends and supporters of Gun Free Kitchen Tables (GFKT), 
 

 

Now independently verified by GFKT: 
An unprecedented move, disarming thousands of families and homes, 

took place in Israel in autumn, 2013. 
 

 
Five years and (at least) 14 casualties after its enactment, 

clause 10(c) of the Firearms Act was enforced and implemented 
(though still only partly), as demanded by the GFKT Campaign since 2011. 

 
New directives issued by the Ministry of Public Security instructed businesses and 
public institutions to store security guards’ guns on site at the end of each guard’s 
work shift. 
 
This decision was unquestionably driven by the discourse created and spread 

by GFKT with the engagement and support lent by each of you. 
 
However, after publication of the new directives, Atty. Galit Lubetzky of GFKT 
cautioned the Knesset Committee for Internal Affairs and the Environment, “It’s 
important to make sure that decisions taken … are implemented in practice; that they 
don’t evaporate like previous recommendations. That requires oversight.” 
(July 31, 2013). 
 
Civil Oversight of Policy Implementation: 
And indeed, at the end of 2013, Gun Free Kitchen Tables initiated an act of civil 
oversight. Monitoring the implementation, in practice, of the newly declared policy, 
we designed and performed an independent survey of private security guard firms.1 
From December 2013 through February 2014, GFKT interviewed 126 security guards 
employed by over 10 different companies in 7 different towns and cities, at a broad 
variety of businesses and public institutions. A press release issued for the occasion 
of International Women’s Day announced the surprising survey results.  
 
The GFKT survey clearly confirmed implementation of the new directives. It identified 
a dramatic drop in over-armament of the security guard industry in general and of 
businesses and public institutions in particular. The number of unarmed security 
guards at such sites almost doubled in the period preceding the survey, reaching 
nearly 64% and distinctly demonstrating that numerous guards had been (and are 

                                                 
1
 GFKT extends special thanks to the Urgent Action Fund (USA) for enabling this survey and for 

supporting (part of) the media outreach that brought its results to the public. An additional segment of 
media work was enabled by GFKT’s steady supporter, Kvinna till Kvinna (Sweden). 



still) armed unnecessarily. Among the armed guards (accounting for slightly more 
than a third of all guards), the survey found a pronounced change in gun storage 
practices – 85% of the armed guards reported storing their guns at work at the end 
of each work shift, in keeping with new procedures which they said had come into 
force very recently.2 Iris Zamir, the expert statistician who supervised plans for the 
survey and analyzed survey results, noted that, “Due to its scope and variety, the 
survey sample can be assumed to represent the reality of most security guard firms, 
at most of the sites where guards are stationed.” 
 
The significance “on the ground” of these independent findings is momentous: 
thousands of homes and families no longer service the security guard industry 
as a cheap arms cache. For thousands of women faced with domestic violence, the 
removal of a lethal firearm means a meaningfully reduced death threat. While 
grantedly still partial, this is a major achievement attained by Gun Free Kitchen 
Tables. It is decidedly a move towards real disarmament of the civil and domestic 
spheres.  
 
Moreover, this change has been verified independently of confusing and 
potentially slanted official data. The powerful potential of feminist, civil oversight of 
government, even masculinized fields such as small arms and security policy, has 
been demonstrated, once again, to authorities, the media and the public.  
 
 
 

The survey results in infographics; Design: Yael Katzeer 

 

                                                 
2
 See for instance: Gili Cohen, “Survey: 15% of security guards take home guns at the end of work 

shifts,” Haaretz, 7 March 2014; http://www.haaretz.co.il/news/education/.premium-1.2263027. [In 

Hebrew] 

http://www.haaretz.co.il/news/education/.premium-1.2263027


 
 
Successful and Continuing Media Outreach: 
Following publication of the survey results, both the findings and GFKT messaging 
were featured in over 10 media items throughout March, including three op-eds 
authored by Campaign activists Galit Lubetzky (in print, in Maariv), Smadar Ben-
Natan (in Haaretz; also in English in +972) and Rela Mazali (in YNet; in Hebrew). 
This was facilitated by the highly professional and skilled media liaising work of Ophir 
Bar-Zohar and Edan Ring, of the Unik company headed by Nissim Douek.  
 
The GFKT Facebook page and Twitter accounts intensified activity, reiterating the 
media coverage and the infographics commissioned by GFKT through our media 
liaison. In a follow-up new media campaign maximizing this coverage towards further 
expanding GFKT’s Facebook and Twitter following and reaching additional decision-
makers, GFKT will be running a series of Facebook ads throughout April.   
 
Continued Advocacy Engaging Decision-Makers: 
In March, GFKT representatives met with top officials at the Ministry of Public 
Security to present data, pose questions and explain GFKT analyses. Deputy CEO 
for Operations at the Ministry of Public Security, Mr. Joel Levy, convened the meeting 
towards creating an open channel for mutual communication and cooperation. Top 
Ministry officials and representatives of the police were in attendance and provided a 
variety of data and background on steps currently underway at the Ministry towards 
reversing small arms proliferation. 
 
Yours,  
Rela Mazali, Gun Free Kitchen Tables 
 

 
Op-ed by GFKT activist Galit Lubetzky, Maariv, March 5 2014 

 

 

http://www.haaretz.co.il/opinions/.premium-1.2269432
http://972mag.com/getting-guns-off-the-kitchen-table-locally-and-globally/89304/
http://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L-4498523,00.html

