
   
               Gun Free Kitchen Tables 

We don't know who she is, but we know we can save her life 
 

Dear friends and supporters,     January 16  2015 

 

A great deal has happened over 2014 in Israel and in the territories it continues 

to control and occupy. The field of small arms proliferation and gun control, 

inextricably linked as it is to militarized violence, has been directly affected by 

the broader events. As detailed below, the first months of the year briefly 

demonstrated the powerful potential of feminist, civil society to achieve large 

scale disarmament (although partial and selective), while the peaking militarized 

violence of Israel’s operation “protective edge” in Gaza, Israel’s concurrent 

actions in the West Bank last summer and the ensuing series of lethal, 

individualized attacks by Palestinians, has partly reversed this trend. As we part 

with the year, we are facing long months of a government standstill, due the 

dissolution of parliament a forthcoming third round of elections in six years 

(February 2009; January 2013 and March 2015). This standstill and the coming 

elections are already impacting critical decisions on gun-related issues. 

    This fourth annual report on the work of Gun Free Kitchen Tables, warmly and 

supportively housed and guided by the Isha L’Isha Feminist Center, accordingly 

summarizes an exceptional and painful year; A year of major milestones in an 

emerging, but highly unstable culture of increased gun control and disarmament. 

The year witnessed a growing, if still fluctuating recognition and presence of 

civil, feminist oversight of small arms instituted by GFKT. It saw a horrific peak 

in the violence of occupation and conflict and, at its very end, a sharp backlash 

against disarmament and gun control in the civil sphere. At the same time, it 

demonstrated clearly that, on some counts, the new ground broken by our work 

has achieved abiding change. 

    Your interest and support, both as individuals and organizations, make our 

efforts and persistence possible. Our gratitude to each and all of you is very 

real. Thank you. 

 

Sincerely, 

Co-Founders & Co-Coordinators Smadar Ben Natan & Rela Mazali 
 

  

GFKT Co-Coordinators, Rela Mazali & Smadar Ben Natan; GFKT Litigator & Social Media Coordinator, 

Galit Lubetzky; Rela in Maariv; Photograph: Yossi Aloni; Smadar on TV Channel 10 News. 
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“La’Isha” women’s magazine features GFKT as a success story 

 
 

Article in La’Isha; May 12 2014, Special issue for Israel’s Independence Day;  

Journalist: Liat Schlesinger 
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2014 Milestones—Gun Free Kitchen Tables (GFKT) 

 

March 2014:  GFKT survey expanded civil oversight of gun control.
1
  

An independent GFKT survey monitored implementation of the policy of storing 

security guards’ after-duty guns (advocated by GFKT), declared in July 2013. 

The survey confirmed: Tens of thousands of homes disarmed. 

To be continued: Following abrupt (but partial) cancellation of the new policy 

(see below): Monitoring shifts in disarmament & in gun licensing practices. 
 

May 2014: Gun control placed squarely on the national agenda by GFKT.  

A highly critical State Comptroller’s report on gun control echoed GFKT claims. 

The report, the first in sixteen years to address the issue, also provided a rare 

instance of official evidence of GFKT’s direct impact on decision-makers. 

To be continued: Advocating for practical steps to amend the failures identified. 
 

June 2014: Gender mainstreamed legislation integrated GFKT proposals.  

Over 2 years after being tabled, a revised Security Services Bill now clearly 

restricts security guards' guns to their work sites, as demanded by GFKT. 

Blanket authorization to take arms home was preempted by persistent GFKT 

advocacy. The revised bill also defines key terms, following GFKT proposals.  

To be continued: Monitoring gun legislation-in-progress & submitting proposals. 
 

July 2014: A year without murders with guards’ after-duty guns.  

Following disarmament of guards’ homes, GFKT noted and welcomed the first 

such year since its foundation, despite a sharp rise in violence against women in 

homes and families during a summer of peaking militarized violence including 

operation “protective edge” in Gaza. Then, 2014 became the first calendar year 

in 12 successive years without a single murder with a guard’s off-duty gun. 

To be continued: Advocating persistently for expanding disarmament of guards’ 

homes & (following backlash) for restoring recent levels of disarmament. 

 

November 2014: New disarmament directives partially reversed. 

In a wave of militarized backlash to tightening gun control: The Minister of 

Public Security (partly) retracted his July 2013 prohibition on security guards’ 

taking guns home and eased gun licensing regulations. 

To be continued: Advocacy stressing frequent discrepancies between national 

security measures and women’s & human security. 

 

December 2014: A brand new website. 

Launched in the very last week of the year, we’re happy to present GFKT’s 

brand new web pages on the new Isha L’Isha website. 

To be continued: Expanding English contents & improving current pages. 

 

 

Artwork & Photograph: Shani Mazali 

                                                 
1 GFKT is grateful to the Urgent Action Fund (USA) for enabling the survey and supporting the ensuing media 

outreach also enabled by GFKT’s steady supporter, Kvinna till Kvinna (Sweden). 

http://www.haaretz.com/news/national/.premium-1.627242
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December 2014: A second civil suit to bolster drive for financial accountability.   

On the last day of the year, second civil suit charged the state of Israel and the 

Reshef Bitachon firm with liability for two murders by a security guard sent 

home with his gun. In a sequel to the previous suit, this collaboration with the 

Tmura AntiDiscrimination Legal Center reinforces the GFKT bid to end the 

impunity of private companies and the state, attaching financial risks to 

breaches of gun law.  

To be continued: Litigating the new lawsuit and completing ongoing suit. 
 

Ongoing 2014: Security organizations face demands for gun control data. 

In researching a first-ever report, Small Arms in Israel (forthcoming), four 

executive bodies received requests under the Freedom of Information Act: the 

Ministry of Public Security, the Police, the Israel Defense Force and the Ministry 

of Defense. While inadequate, the responses represent an emerging recognition 

of civil society’s right to official data on small arms. 

To be continued: Possible court action to obtain information. 
 

Ongoing 2014: Media outreach successfully spotlighted GFKT pro-action.  

Despite the well known “good news barrier,” GFKT successfully spotlighted 

constructive action in 2014. Its visible media presence included a feature in 

La’Isha magazine, reportedly read by over 1 million, mainly women. Media 

coverage was leveraged to expand new media subscription by almost 150%.  

To be continued: Creative media outreach and social media work. 
 

Ongoing 2014: A spreading critical awareness of and discourse on small arms. 

Abiding shifts towards a critical awareness and discourse concerning small arms 

proliferation were in evidence throughout the entire year. 

To be continued: Multi-channeled public advocacy. 
 

Postponed till 2015: Publication of the GFKT report, Small Arms in Israel. 

The report aims to extend gun control discourse far beyond the security guard industry. 

The peak in warfare and Palestinian attacks against Israeli civilians, as well as posturing 

prior to the elections,  have all fed an upsurge in militarized attitudes in Israel’s public. 

All media venues are moreover preoccupied with the upcoming elections. Publication 

has been postponed, in hopes that elections and a period of possible calm will increase 

public openness and media interest in this unprecedented report. 
 

 

Summer 2014 and operation “protective edge” in Gaza: 
 

GFKT work for gun control and reduced small arms proliferation is part of an inclusive 

effort to reverse and alter Israel’s militarized security state. Our goals are 

change in standard patterns of armament, masculinity, and armed violence with 

impunity. As put by Atty. Galit Lubetzky, we implement "theories of power and 

gender in order to crack open the military monopoly over security issues."  

Given the prolonged, illegal occupation of territories by Israel and the extreme 

asymmetry between Israel and the Palestinian people, GFKT strongly condemns 

Israel’s attacks against Gaza and the West Bank, in the summer of 2014, which 

it views as unfounded and criminally wasteful of human lives, on both sides. We 

can only hope that our searing failure to prevent the loss and devastation on 

either side of the conflict will inform and inspire our efforts to transform some 

of the root causes of this aggressive destruction. 

http://tmura.org.il/index.html?
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Foreword: Current context and next steps 

In the space of four years, Gun Free Kitchen Tables has had a major and potentially 

long-term impact on public discourse, on top-level decisions, on legislation and on 

gun control policies. Notably, it has significantly reduced the actual proliferation of 

small arms in Israel: Now joining thirteen civil society groups,
2
 the campaign 

disarmed a significant percentage of security guards as well as tens of thousands of 

homes, as confirmed at the beginning of the year by its independent survey. 

Moreover, its role figures clearly in the May 2014 report of Israel’s State Comptroller. 

The first state review of gun control in 16 years, the report itself was a response to 

GFKT’s identification and successful publication of a formerly unrecognized 

phenomenon: Women’s (and men’s) murders with security guards’ off-duty guns. 

    The degree and rate of success have truly surprised us given Israel’s overriding 

militarization. While much work is still needed to consolidate this these gains, as 

reflected in GFKT’s continuing advocacy and litigation, the campaign is now poised 

to build further on this initial headway. In the course of 2015, we plan to raise tough 

questions on the proliferation and control of military arms, on the armament of Jewish 

civilians in the West Bank, on police arms, on illegal arms, etc.. Drawing on the small 

arms discourse kick-started via the issue of security guards’ arms, GFKT will extend 

the debate to gun control and proliferation in general. The report-in-preparation, 

Small Arms in Israel, will serve as a foundation and a catalyst for this effort. We are 

fully aware, though, that Israel’s public will likely be less open to critical small arms 

discourse than it was to focused criticism of the security guard industry. 

    In addition, the events of last summer and, in particular, of operation “protective 

edge” in Gaza, along with several Palestinian attacks against Israelis in October-

December 2014 have strongly reinforced militarized views in Israeli Jewish society 

and greatly worsened racist attitudes. The latter, moreover, are actively encouraged 

(and exploited) by politicians, including some of the key figures who firmly supported 

stricter gun control in the private security guard industry. This trend has now 

intensified as a vote-soliciting move in anticipation of the recently declared, 

upcoming elections. While the participation of such players in much broader arms 

control discourse was doubtful from the outset, they are necessary allies if GFKT’s 

gains are to be consolidated, firmly anchored in law and implemented in practice.  

    Accordingly, expanding the scope of our critique requires careful planning. Given 

these considerations, GFKT has postponed publication of the forthcoming report until 

after the March 2015 elections, in hopes that “war mindsets” will subside at least 

slightly and that media venues will open up. Other aspects of GFKT work may also 

require adaptation to these shifting attitudes.  

    Lastly, as documented elsewhere and to some extent in Israel, violence against 

women often rises considerably in correlation with outbreaks of militarized violence. 

During the peaking warfare in the summer of 2014, crisis centers in Israel recorded a 

sharp rise in the number of women seeking support in confronting violence in 

families. This faces GFKT with a major challenge: The imperative of working to 

prevent an increased threat of gender-based gun violence in a context of diminished 

public receptiveness to measures for controlling small arms. 

                                                 
2
 The partner groups of the GFKT Campaign are: 1) Ass. for Civil Rights in Israel; 2) Coalition of Women 

for Peace; 3) Hollaback Israel; 4) Itach-Maaki – Women Lawyers for Social Justice; 5) Isha L’Isha Feminist 

Center; 6) Israel Women’s Network; 7) L.O. – Combatting Violence Against Women; 8) New Profile; 9) Noga – 

The Israeli Center for Rights of Crime Victims; 10) Physicians for Human Rights – Israel; 11) Psychoactive; 12) 

Tmura – The Antidiscrimination Legal Center; 13) Women and Their Bodies.  Also, in a consultancy capacity: 

Agenda – Israeli Center for Strategic Communications. 
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1. The GFKT Survey 

Gun Free Kitchen Tables began 2014 with an act of civil oversight. Monitoring the 

implementation of a newly declared policy of storing private security guards’ arms at 

work after duty, we interviewed 126 security guards employed by over 10 different 

security guard firms in 7 different towns and cities, at a variety of businesses and 

public institutions. The (surprising) survey results were announced for the occasion of 

International Women’s Day.  

The survey clearly confirmed implementation of the directives issued by the 

Ministry of Public Security: It found a dramatic drop in over-armament of the 

industry with a rise of almost 100% in the number of unarmed security guards (to 

almost 64%), clearly demonstrating that many guards had been unnecessarily armed. 

Among armed guards (representing just over one third of all guards), the survey found 

a pronounced change in gun storage practices – 85% reported storing their guns at 

work at the end of each work shift, following new procedures which they described as  

quite recent.
3
 Iris Zamir, the statistician who led the survey, noted that, “Due to its 

scope and variety, the survey sample can be assumed to represent the reality of most 

security guard firms, at most of the sites where guards are stationed.” 

Verified independently of confusing (and often slanted) official data, the survey 

presented authorities, the media and the public with the powerful potential of feminist, 

civil oversight of government, “even” in masculinized fields such as small arms and 

security policy. 
 

 
The survey results in infographics; Design: Yael Katzeer 

 
 
 

While the new directives and their implementation constituted a significant step in the 

right direction, they were not a comprehensive solution. Educational institutions were 

exempted from this policy pending logistical gun storage solutions. And the 

directives, addressing only limited aspects of the overall problem, were not firmly 

anchored in legislation. As clarified below, this has left them open to sudden and 

arbitrary reversals. GFKT persisted in stressing these points over 2014, at meetings, in 

the media and in letters to the authorities in charge. 

 
 

                                                 
3 See for instance: Gili Cohen, “Survey: 15% of security guards take home guns at the end of work shifts,” 

Haaretz, 7 March 2014; http://www.haaretz.co.il/news/education/.premium-1.2263027. [In Hebrew] 

http://www.haaretz.co.il/news/education/.premium-1.2263027
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GFKT in the press on continued use of school guards’ homes as storage sites for their guns 

(Posted on the GFKT Facebook page)  

       

 

 

2. Gun control placed on the national agenda 

In 2014, the licensing and oversight of small arms in Israel was investigated by the 

State Comptroller for the first time in 16 years. The investigation was a response to 

“the latest cases of security guards murdering their wives,”
4
 a phenomenon unnoticed 

by media before its identification and publication by GFKT. Notably, the State 

Comptroller’s report included an explicit outline of GFKT’s impact (pages 396-397): 

The Gun Free Kitchen Tables project … operative for about four years … unites 

eleven social action groups, aiming to bring about an end to the introduction of 

guards’ guns into the home sphere, which they view as exacerbating violence 

against women and encouraging the murder of innocent women and men. The 

project conducts a broad, comprehensive campaign, designed to advance this 

topic, in the framework of which project activists engaged with various decision 

makers including the State Comptroller, the Minister and Ministry of Public 

Security, the Parliamentary Committee for Interior Affairs … As a result of this 

action and of murders committed in recent years by security guards with the 

guns they received for their work, the Ministry of Public Security acted to 

advance directives implementing the amendment [to the Firearms Act] enacted 

in 2008.” [Emphasis mine, R.M.] 

Besides the encouragement we drew from this evidence of effectiveness, GFKT 

was sadly unsurprised by the troubling findings of the report. Some of these included:  

- The failure to monitor armed organizations and the automatic renewal of 

thousands of licenses due to manpower shortages 

- Three years without a Regional Superintendent of Small Arms in the entire 

northern part of Israel 

                                                 
4
 Tova Tzimuki, (News item; no title), Yediot Acharonot, Dec. 19, 2012. 
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- Critically poor coordination between the Ministry of Welfare (responsible for 

domestic violence prevention) and the Arms Licensing Branch 

- Licensed, organizational arms serving as murder weapons in the majority of 

murders and suicides in 2013.  

The report provided a fact-based, “officially certified” analysis of the vital need for 

more intensive work to reverse small arms proliferation in Israel and to institute 

effective—rather than fictive—oversight. The facts are unequivocal: The need is 

pressing and critical but our voices do make a considerable difference.  
 

 

Opening of the GFKT press release on publication of the State Comptroller’s report; 

Written by Galit Lubetzky (GFKT) & Nirit Moskowitz (ACRI) 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
   Wednesday, May 14, 2014 

Embargoed till 16.00 
 

Gun Free Kitchen Tables in Response to the State Comptroller’s Report: 

Continued efforts vital for solving the failure of oversight of gun 

licensing 
The State Comptroller’s Report found that the lack of manpower caused the automatic 
license renewal of armed organizations * For three years now, there has been no 
Regional Superintendent of Small Arms in the north of Israel *  Critical lack of 
coordination between the Ministry of Welfare and the Arms Licensing Branch * Most of 
the murders and suicides in 2013 were committed with licensed, organizational arms * 
Increased oversight achieved a dramatic drop in deaths caused by security guards’ 
guns 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

    
 

3. Gender mainstreamed legislation integrated GFKT proposals 

As noted in our previous (2013) annual report, GFKT: 
 

is monitoring two new laws-in-the-making, which stand to determine the 

reality of small arms proliferation and gun control in Israel and in the 

occupied territories for years to come. The Firearms Act … enacted in 1949 

and then patched up … repeatedly [and …] the new Security Services Law[…] 

are … critical and formative as regards Israel’s small arms policy.  
 

As we reported last year, at the end of 2013, GFKT met with Prof. Shapira of Bar-Ilan 

University, who is drafting the new Firearms Act, and presented him with a list of 

suggested topics and measures, including detailed suggestions for vital gender-

sensitive clauses. GFKT is still awaiting publication of the proposed Act, which we 

will study carefully towards submitting focused, quick responses.  

    In June 2014, a revised version of the Security Services Bill was tabled—over two 

years after its initial proposal. The proposed law has now been distinctly (though only 

partly) gender mainstreamed, in keeping with key recommendations from GFKT. A 

clause that stood to overturn the restriction of security guards' guns to their work sites, 

providing blanket authorization to take guns home, has been removed altogether. 

Following vehement objections from GFKT in April 2012, soon after its publication 

and reiterated repeatedly in letters and at meetings, the bill now emphasizes this 

restriction and spells it out unequivocally. Another achievement is the revised bill’s 

comprehensiveness, along the lines of GFKT suggestions, its much reduced reliance 
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on other laws and, as a result, its clarity on the issues and terms it covers. This in turn 

simplifies its practical implications. For instance, the bill now provides a clear 

definition of ‘private security firm,’ clarifies and restricts the responsibilities of the 

firm employee in charge of arms and arms licensing and extends the scope of 

governmental oversight of private security firms. It further lays out detailed guidelines 

for the appointment of government supervisors.  

    The much improved bill clearly bears the marks of GFKT’s extended, multi-

channel intervention. Meanwhile, less encouraging aspects of the bill include its 

failure to incorporate GFKT proposals for gender mainstreaming other aspects. GFKT 

promptly submitted a response to the revised bill, repeating crucial proposals and 

adding a focused emphasis on the need to institutionalize consultation with the 

authorities responsible for domestic violence prevention (welfare professionals and 

social workers) before granting gun licenses. 

    GFKT advocacy in parliamentary committees and vis a vis parliament members, as 

well as government officials, benefits enormously from the expertise and experience 

of The Association for Civil Rights in Israel (ACRI) a partner organization in the 

GFKT Campaign.  
 

 

 
 

Official announcement of the revised Security Services Bill; 

June 19 2014 

 

 

4. One year of no murders with guards’ guns 
Following GFKT’s success in moving Israel's government to institute (partial) 

enforcement of Clause 10c of the Firearms Act and restrict security guards’ guns to 

their work sites, in July 2014 we noted a full twelve months without a single murder 

with a security guard’s off-duty gun—the first since GFKT’s foundation. Moreover, 

2014 was the first in twelve successive calendar years without any such murders. In 

the 12 month period before partial enforcement of the clause, July 2012 to July 2013, 

a (terrible) record number of no less than eight women and men were murdered in 

Israel with guards' off-duty arms. Measures towards enforcement were announced by 

the Ministry of Public Security in response to this series of murders and to GFKT's 

http://www.acri.org.il/en/
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multi-channel advocacy. The directives issued in July 2013 removed tens of 

thousands of arms from guards’ homes. 

    In Israel, as in other societies in conflict, distinct rises in violence against women 

can be exacerbated by increased warfare and military attacks. At the peak period of 

militarized violence, during operation “protective edge” in Gaza, crisis centers 

reported a sharp rise in violence against women in homes and families in Israel. The 

Be'er Sheva support center for victims of sexual violence, serving the entire south of 

the country, recorded a 60 percent increase—in a single month—in people seeking 

support. The NGO, "No to Violence Against Women"—a partner in the Gun free 

Kitchen Tables Campaign—recorded a 20 percent rise in the number of women 

approaching the hotline for the first time and a 30 percent rise in women seeking 

shelter. At the time, a follower of the GFKT twitter account @GunFreeHome tweeted, 

"Thank you @GunFreeHome for no women murdered."  

    Obviously, GFKT doesn't presume to prevent all and any women's murders through 

the removal of security guards' small arms from homes. However, this measure 

unquestionably reduced the risk and the relative ease of such murders in thousands of 

homes. Expressing recognition of this, the author of the tweet below also 

demonstrated the emergence of critical discourse on arms and security. 
 

 קראתי שהיתה עליה במלחמה      

 
Tweet from a follower of the GFKT Twitter account: 

“I read there was a rise in the number of battered women during the war.  

Thank you @GunFreeHome for no women murdered.” 

 

 

5. July 2013 disarmament directives partially reversed 

In an immediate response to a murderous Palestinian attack in Jerusalem, which 

ended when the attackers were shot and killed, the Minister of Public Security eased  

gun licensing criteria and retracted his recent (July 2013) prohibition on security 

guards taking guns home. This despite zero murders with security guards’ off-duty 

guns since implementation of the prohibition in July 2013, in contrast to the eight 

victims murdered by such guns in the preceding twelve months.  

    In the current climate of militarized violence, we are clearly witnessing a severe 

backlash to tightening gun control and disarmament (albeit selective). The new 

decision threatens to re-accelerate and badly expand small arms proliferation 

throughout the country and further loosen oversight of these arms. The pretext of 

improving national security totally overrides the human security of women and 

families who stand to host guards’ guns in their homes, regardless of yet another U.S. 

study which recently found diminished security and rising crime rates in conditions of 

intensified small arms proliferation.  

    GFKT responded immediately with a strong letter to the Minister of Public 

Security, formulated in urgent consultation with GFKT Campaign activists at the 

Association for Civil Rights in Israel (Debbie Gild-Hayo and Laila Margalit). Copies 

were dispatched to Knesset Members, including the Chair of the Knesset Interior 

Affairs and Environment Committee. Debbie Gild-Hayo also testified at an ensuing 

committee meeting, explaining GFKT’s firm objections to these measures. 

http://www.haaretz.com/news/national/.premium-1.608311
http://no2violence.co.il/
http://www.haaretz.com/news/national/1.627084
http://www.haaretz.com/news/national/.premium-1.627242
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2014/11/14/more-guns-more-crime-new-research-debunks-a-central-thesis-of-the-gun-rights-movement/
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6. A brand new website 

In the very last week of 2014, GFKT launched its first web pages on the brand new 

(and long-awaited) website of Isha L’Isha. The new Gun Free Kitchen Tables web 

pages, mostly in Hebrew for the moment (with translations in the pipelines!), are all 

accessible via the Gun Free Kitchen Tables Homepage. One exception (for now) that 

is all in English, is our Annual Reports page offering a list of links to all of our annual 

reports and a selection of our topical bulletins. Isha L’Isha’s new website represents 

the combined work of many women over several years and we’re thankful to each and 

all for her singular thinking and investment. The GFKT web pages, formulated and 

uploaded by Atty. Galit Lubetzky, provide one more, easily accessible channel for 

communicating with a large constituency of activists and with the broader public. 

  

 
 

Introducing: GFKT’s webpages on the new Isha L’Isha website 

Comments and ideas on the GFKT web pages can be emailed to galit@bennatan-law.co.il. 

 

 

7. Civil suits demand financial accountability 

In the channel of legal activism that complements GFKT advocacy work, a second 

civil suit was filed on the last day of 2014, charging the state of Israel and the Reshef 

Bitachon security guard firm with liability for two murders by a security guard who 

was sent home with his gun in 2008, despite the previous enactment of Clause 10c, 

which outlawed carrying guards' guns home. The suit was file behalf of Roman 

Litrovnik, the only son of the late Bella and Boris Litrovnikov, who were murdered in 

2008 along with Ginda Dvoikin (Bella’s mother and the shooter’s grandmother), may 

they rest in peace. This sequel to the first, unprecedented suit (still pending) realizes 

the GFKT strategy of ending the impunity of private companies and the state as it 

attaches actual financial risks and costs to their breaches of existing gun laws. 

Moreover, the second lawsuit results from intensive collaboration between the Tmura 

AntiDiscrimination Legal Center, a partner to the GFKT Campaign, and the lawyers 

of the Isha L’Isha Gun Free Kitchen Tables project itself. 

    Meanwhile, the previous lawsuit has entered its second phase. Based on the 

findings of a pre-trial in the summer of 2013, GFKT lawyers, jointly with the Noga 

Legal Center for Victims of Crime, another partner to the GFKT campaign, filed the 

final version of this groundbreaking suit on August 14 2014, on behalf of Alamesh 

http://www.isha2isha.com/%D7%AA%D7%97%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%99-%D7%A4%D7%A2%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%AA/%D7%94%D7%90%D7%A7%D7%93%D7%97-%D7%A2%D7%9C-%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9F-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%91%D7%97/annual-reports/
http://www.isha2isha.com/%D7%AA%D7%97%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%99-%D7%A4%D7%A2%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%AA/%D7%94%D7%90%D7%A7%D7%93%D7%97-%D7%A2%D7%9C-%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9F-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%91%D7%97/annual-reports/
mailto:galit@bennatan-law.co.il
http://tmura.org.il/index.html?
http://tmura.org.il/index.html?
http://www.noga.org.il/index.php?new_lang=en
http://www.noga.org.il/index.php?new_lang=en
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Zalaka, who was critically injured in November 2011 in a murder attempt by her 

security guard partner. A first court hearing has been set for May 4, 2015. 

 

8. Security executives face demands for gun control data 

Over recent years GFKT has verified the near-total lack of gun control data 

available to civil society in Israel, severely impairing its capacity to monitor gender-

based (or any) gun violence or to follow security forces’ small arms policies and 

practices. Moreover, this lack necessarily impairs the capacity of government itself to 

exercise the oversight necessary for effective, and gender-mainstreamed, gun control. 

    In response to this debilitating vacuum GFKT is researching a first-ever report: 

Small Arms in Israel. This independently researched document should provide a 

baseline for discussions and monitoring of small arms proliferation in Israel and the 

territories under its occupation. It should also help highlight major questions, 

generating further fact-finding and activism in the field of gun control.  

    During 2014, research led to the submission of detailed requests, under the 

Freedom of Information Act, to four executive bodies bearing direct responsibility for 

the licensing and control of small arms in Israel. Requests were directed to the 

Ministry of Public Security, the Police, the spokesperson of the Israel Defense Force 

and the Ministry of Defense. Responses were received both in writing and, in the case 

of the Ministry of Public Security, in the added form of two lengthy GFKT meetings 

with top officials. Overall, the responses are far from satisfactory. Nevertheless, they 

represent an unprecedented case of civil society groups, and particularly feminist 

ones, putting pointed, well-informed questions about small arms to security 

authorities. As such, they also represent these authorities’ recognition that civil 

society has a right to, and an interest in, data on small arms proliferation and control. 

 

 

9. Breaking the ‘good news’ barrier 

 

 

10.  
Op-ed by Smadar Ben-Natan on +972 news site 

April 4 2014 

 

 

Last year’s (2013) record GFKT media exposure was a direct and terrible result of the 

record number of murders with security guards’ off-duty guns. As noted above, not 

one such murder has been committed in 2014. Good news, often considered no news, 
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is notoriously difficult to place in the media. Despite this well known barrier, GFKT 

succeeded, throughout 2014, in highlighting successes and constructive action while 

emphasizing the challenges still ahead. GFKT featured in almost 30 media items 

throughout 2014, including a double spread in the women’s magazine, La’Isha, 

reportedly reaching over 1 million readers, an interview on a popular TV evening 

news magazine, another on an alternative TV channel, an article in the widely read 

evening paper Yediot Acharonot, three articles on the successful alternative news site, 

Local Call (subscription over 10,000), six interviews on commercial radio and a 

seventh on alternative radio, and an item in commercial press on the heels of the 

summer’s military attacks while these still monopolized media attention. Much of the 

media outreach was facilitated by the expert media liaising work of Ophir Bar-Zohar, 

Adi Adamit and Edan Ring, of Unik PR Consultants headed by Nissim Douek. Nirit 

Moskowitz, spokesperson of the GFKT Campaign partner, the Association of Civil 

Rights in Israel (ACRI), contributes regularly to the Campaign’s media work.  

    The findings of the independent GFKT survey generated about ten media items, 

featuring survey results and GFKT messaging, also including three op-eds by 

Campaign activists (in print, in Maariv, in Haaretz and translated into English in 

+972 and in YNet; in Hebrew). Publication of the State Comptroller’s report in mid-

May was followed by a series of Facebook statuses and tweets, presenting data and 

findings from the report along with media responses. In November, media outlets 

received GFKT’s letter protesting the sudden ministerial reversal of the July 2013 

implementation of the law against storing security guards’ guns at home. Nine media 

items then covered the GFKT stand on this development. 
     

 
Item in the popular Yediot Acharonot newspaper  

on minister’s reversal of earlier directive to store guards’ guns at work; 

The headline reads “Trigger Happy;” The caption on the red circle says “The Arms Race.” 

 

    A follow-up new media campaign maximized exposure of media items on the 

GFKT survey and the State Comptroller’s report, both via Facebook and Twitter 

postings and through a series of paid Facebook ads, with dramatic results. 

Subscription ("likes") to the GFKT Facebook page rose by almost 150% from 1,218 

to 2,965 in May, with paid ads reaching a total of almost 948,500 readers and eliciting 

hundreds of responses. In December “likes” spurted again crossing the 3,000 line and 

reaching 3,076 subscribers. Followers of the GFKT Twitter account, which has run 

well over 1,000 tweets, rose by 70% over the last months of this year from 274 to 475. 

http://www.haaretz.co.il/opinions/.premium-1.2269432
http://972mag.com/getting-guns-off-the-kitchen-table-locally-and-globally/89304/
http://972mag.com/getting-guns-off-the-kitchen-table-locally-and-globally/89304/
http://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L-4498523,00.html
https://www.facebook.com/pages/%D7%94%D7%90%D7%A7%D7%93%D7%97-%D7%A2%D7%9C-%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9F-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%91%D7%97/160175817353648?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://twitter.com/GunFreeHome
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Subscribers use the tweets as a resource, often retweeting or linking them to other 

small arms discussions. Moran Carmel, affiliated with Hollaback, another Campaign 

partner, contributes vital volunteer work to the Facebook page, while supervision of 

the page and operation of the Twitter account are carried out by Galit Lubetzky.  

 

 

11. A spreading critical awareness of and discourse on small arms 
In the context of forceful backlash towards the end of 2014, the abiding achievement 

of a spreading critical awareness of small arms was all the more evident. First, now in 

place is a broad-based network—aware, alert and committed—of organizations and 

individual activists on small arms issues. These comprise the 13 partner organizations 

of the GFKT Campaign as well as many unaffiliated activists. The staff of the Isha 

L’Isha GFKT project leading the Campaign serve as the information and action hub 

of the network, receiving and sharing updates from multiple partners which it also 

engages in coordinated action. 

    Moreover, the critical awareness of small arms proliferation generated by the 

GFKT Campaign extends far beyond the active network. In one instance this year, it 

was visible in the considerable interest media showed in a technical, administrative 

move such as changed directives for gun storage and gun licensing. Some media 

channels exhibited a skeptical (and often critical) approach to the superficial, 

automatic equation of arms with security. Beyond the media, among the actual 

operators and bearers of guns, critical attitudes were also evident, for instance in the 

report that the majority of security guards were ignoring renewed authorization to take 

guns home, or in the opposition to this renewed authorization on the part of the Israel 

Security Association.  

     Rising public awareness was also evident in early December, in an invitation to 

GFKT activist Rela Mazali to speak to about 70 social workers specializing in 

domestic violence prevention, at an event held by the Holon municipality for the 

International Day Against Violence Against Women.  

     On November 25
th

 itself, GFKT’s striking posters were once again visible in the 

annual march against violence against women in which, notably, two marches—one 

from the poor neighborhoods of southern Tel Aviv and one from more affluent mid-

town Tel Aviv—met at the Tel Aviv cinemateque. GFKT activists joined the march 

from the south in pouring rain, stressing the urgent need to address distinctive forms 

of violence faced by women living in poverty or in poor neighborhoods.  

    Finally, near the end of 2014, advocacy by Itach-Maaki – Women Lawyers for 

Social Justice (an additional partner organization in the GFKT Campaign) moved 

Israel’s government to appoint an inter-ministerial committee responsible for 

formulating a national plan for implementing Security Council Resolution 1325. In 

2013 Itach-Maaki launched a grassroots, feminist action plan formulated by multiple 

organizations, which includes a significant number of clauses introduced by GFKT 

and focusing on small arms control as a vital factor in women’s security. The 

methodical action plan already presented by Itach-Maaki will undoubtedly provide a 

resource for the governmental plan, which will hopefully integrate (at least some of) 

the detailed clauses dealing with the gendered aspects of small arms and arms control. 
 

 

Artwork & Photograph: Shani Mazali 

http://israel.ihollaback.org/#sthash.PbOsqw34.dpbs
http://www.haaretz.co.il/news/politics/.premium-1.2490799
http://itach.org.il/
http://itach.org.il/
http://www.1325israel.co.il/new/1325/sites/default/files/1325_english.pdf
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November 25
th

, The International Day Against Violence Against Women 
 

 

  

  

 

Marching in the rain: GFKT Activists & Posters at November 25th march; 

Photography: Galit Lubetzky 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Atty. Yifat Biton of the Tmura AntiDiscrimination Legal Center 

(a partner organization in the GFKT Campaign) addressing audience of Nov. 25th marchers; 

Tel Aviv Cinemateque; Photography: Galit Lubetzky 
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Organizational framework & activists: 
 

Co-Led by its founders, the Gun Free Kitchen Tables project of Isha L’Isha Feminist Center 

integrates the supportive, experienced supervision of Hedva Eyal, of Isha L’Isha. The 

project’s multi-group Gun Free Kitchen Tables Campaign, now representing thirteen 

women’s and civil society groups, engages numerous activists, some continually and others 

temporarily. These are joined by dedicated individual activists, affording GFKT a substantial 

constituency. Work is conducted openly, decentralizing decision making and valuing input 

from all involved, seeking democratic process and organizational sustainability.  

 

Staff:  

Co-Founder and Co-Coordinator: Atty. Smadar Ben Natan – Leading human 

rights lawyer, experienced feminist activist; Leads legal research & litigation; Co-

Coordinates advocacy and strategic planning. 

Co-Founder and Co-Coordinator: Rela Mazali – Writer, thinker, researcher and 

feminist organizer, author of "The Gun on the Kitchen Table;" Leads general 

reporting and grant-writing, as well as contacts and (non-legal) co-work with partner 

organizations; Co-Coordinates advocacy and strategic planning; Leads research and 

writing of the GFKT report in progress: Small Arms in Israel. 

Legal Activism and Social Media: Atty. Galit Lubetzky – Responsible for legal 

research, litigation, advocacy letters to authorities; Twitter account; Facebook page; 

Website (under construction); Project photography.  

Organizational & Financial Oversight: Hedva Eyal – Of our home organization, 

Isha L’Isha Feminist Center, responsible for supervising GFKT finances and 

strategies, in keeping with decisions and structure of Isha L’Isha.  

 

Professionals employed by GFKT: 

Media Liaison 2014: Ophir Bar-Zohar, Adi Adamit and Edan Ring – of Unik PR 

Consultants headed by Nissim Douek, responsible for planning media strategy and 

conducting media outreach. 

Report Research and Co--Writing: Niv Hachlili – A highly experienced investigative 

journalist and documentary film maker; Niv is carrying out the initial research and 

drafting of the GFKT report Small Arms in Israel, to be finalized and co-edited by 

Rela Mazali and Smadar Ben Natan.  

Development Consultant: Jessica Nevo – An experienced resource developer who 

has worked with a variety of leading civil society and feminist organizations in Israel; 

in 2014 Jessica focused on identifying and applying to potential sources of additional 

support for GFKT. 

Survey Statistician: Iris Zamir – One of the leaders of the Women’s Security Index 

project, experienced in applying feminist methodology to surveys and statistical 

analysis; After assisting planning of the focused GFKT survey, Iris conducted data 

processing and analysis. 

Survey Interviewers:  Shai Dashevsky and Amit Lavi were responsible for 

interviewing security guards for the GFKT survey. 

 

Regularly contributing activists: 

Knesset Representation and Lobbying: Debby Gild-Hayo – Of the Ass. for Civil 

Rights in Israel, an expert in lobbying for civil rights issues, leads the work of the 

GFKT Campaign in the Knesset and in parliamentary committees. 

Media Outreach: Nirit Moskowitz – Of the Ass. for Civil Rights in Israel assists 

with media outreach publicizing activities of the GFKT Campaign in the Knesset.  
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Facebook page: Moran Carmel – Volunteered near the end of 2013 to coordinate 

and administer GFKT’s active Facebook page. 

 

Litigation:  

Noga - The Israeli Center for Rights of Crime Victims – continues co-work on the 

ongoing lawsuit on behalf of Alamnesh Zalaka. Atty. Dikla Tutian of Noga is 

collaborating with the lawyers of the GFKT project on this unprecedented lawsuit.  

Tmura – The Antidiscrimiation Legal Center – in 2014 Tmura began intensive co-

work with GFKT lawyers towards initiating and filing additional lawsuits. Atty. 

Vardit Avidan conducted intensive collaborative work with the lawyers of the GFKT 

project, towards filing a second lawsuit on behalf of Roman Litrovnik, on the last 

day of 2014. 

 

Donors: 

As a small-scale project, Gun Free Kitchen Tables depends heavily on each and every 

one of its donors. Disarming tens of thousands of homes and noting a year without 

murders with guards’ off-duty guns would, quite simply, not have happened without 

those who support our efforts. Our work against the grain of Israel’s militarization to 

increase gun control is a struggle that cannot be conducted without the partnership of 

contributors and foundations. And we are also privileged to receive the support and 

work of some exceptional individual activists. Thank you all and each.  

 

In 2014, our work was supported by: 

 

Financial Support               In-Kind Support  
       from Funds & Partners                                from Campaign Partners_____                       

 

1) Cordaid –           Netherlands 7)   ACRI       

2) Global Fund for Women –       U.S.A. 8)   Noga 

3) Kvinna till Kvinna Foundation – Sweden  10) Tmura 

4) Samuel Rubin Foundation –       U.S.A. 11) Hollaback 

5) Urgent Action Fund –       U.S.A. 12) Itach Ma’aki 

Campaign Partners      

6) New Profile 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Artwork & Photograph: Shani Mazali 


